
To All Our Members:
 
Summer never seems to last long enough for me!  I so enjoyed traveling this 
summer, seeing friends, I've know all my life and having lunch with girlfriends, in 
the town I grew up in, living the very different life I'm accustomed to in Wyoming 
and Colorado. It is always nice to go back and sit on the porch and catch up. I 
hope everyone is so fortunate to have those friends.
 
The cooler evenings and mornings are wonderful and Fall can't be far away. 
There are still many days to play Pickleball, outside at Rudgear Park or inside at 
Tice Valley Gym. We are very lucky to have the two venues our members 
enjoy using to play Pickleball and meet new friends! The Ultimate Fieldhouse has 
been in touch and they are trying to plan out the days they will offer Pickleball 
very soon, especially for the coming winter months.
 
WEBSITE
To all the many new members, don't forget to check out our member web site for 
new and past information and links to the USAPA, which everyone should join! 
You receive and online magazine every other month with great news and 
upcoming events. Our web site has photos from parties and tournaments, 
minutes and more information about the game of Pickleball and our club.
 
www.walnutcreekpickleballclub.com 
 
MEMBER DISCOUNT
If you need new equipment, check out Pickleball Central. Use our WCPC 
Discount Code for 5% off any purchase. It is CRRPC.
 
END OF SUMMER PARTY
Have you signed up yet? The Invitations have gone out and many members have 
already replied, Thank You!! If you haven't signed up, please respond on the 
invitation and make your food choice as soon as possible. Bob and Joyce Jensen 
are on tour and we expect to hear many great stories from Bob about all the 
pictures and places they traveled on their latest adventure!! Thank you both for 
volunteering your beautiful home for this party! The pa!rty invitation will go out 
again, so sign up soon
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY - OCT 8 TH - 9-1 PM AT RUDGEAR PARK
You received the sign up information, recently, in a separate email. Please look it 
over and sign up. We need around 40 volunteers per the city.  To kick off the 
day, there is a free pancake breakfast at 7:30 am and free t-shirt if you go to the 
breakfast at Heather Farms. Please give back to the City that has supported our 

http://www.walnutcreekpickleballclub.com/


club and Pickleball. Please register on line.
Thank you Thom Macpherson and Tosh Kuritsubo for helping the club run this 
project! Thank you to those that have already volunteered, Dick Hildebrand, 
Jeane DeKelver, Stacy Spell, Gary Smith, Cece Kohl, Batong Briones, Vicki 
Morse and Joyce Johnson. We really appreciate your help!
 
THANK YOU!!
What would we do with out our thoughtful and kind members?? Thank you Thom 
Macpherson for replacing the broken lock on the Rudgear Shed and for always 
helping blow off the courts when needed!!
 
Thank you Cece Kohl for keeping the sign in sheets going while I was on the 
roadtrip to Wyoming!! Those numbers and daily information will help us get four 
more courts at Rudgear.  I will be going to the Pros Commission meeting with 
others to ask that the City of Walnut Creek, approve four more, permanent 
courts, which are already needed most days. Our club is always providing 
temporary nets for all those that come to play at Rudgear. On many days, we 
have all eight courts busy with more waiting.
 
More thanks to Rusty Lent for continuing our Drill Day on Thursday Mornings 
at 9 AM! The turn out has been fantastic and Rusty comes up with new ways to 
teach everyone that shows up. The Drill Day is for players, that have been 
playing a while and know the basics of the game and have some coordination to 
do the drills with the group. Rusty was presented with a Pickleball Serving Plate, 
given to him, with many thanks from his students!! He seems to have nicknames 
for everyone!! Such a fun way to learn the skills we all need.
 
CONGRATULATIONS!
To Jordan Briones and Katrina, congratulations on the birth of your son Josiah. 
After seeing both parents at the new Concord Pickleball courts at Willow Pass 
Park,  on Friday evening, Katrina delivered a healthy boy at 7am the next 
morning, August 20th!! We are all so happy for you both!! Congrats to Batong 
and his wife, now grandparents!!
Jordan has also been certified as a Professional Pickleball Pro along with many 
of the best known players in the sport. The IPTPA, International Pickleball 
Teaching Professional Association,  is a new organization working directly with 
the USAPA to make sure we all have qualified teaching pros for Pickleball. Great 
changes are happening now in Pickleball!  You can read the article about the 
organization and see the list of the current teaching professionals, including 
Jordan, in the current Pickleball Magazine, on line.  Way to go Jordan! We are all 
proud of your hard work and athletic ability. Remember to check out his video on 
our  own web site, drilling with David Wage! It is something you definitely have to 



see and try to emulate!! (In my dreams!)
 
WELCOME BACK
We got a surprise last Saturday at Rudgear, Nancy Smith, showed up and 
played a few games after missing many months of play! We are glad to see her 
back with a paddle in hand!
Jim Heick is also back after recovering from an injury and playing great 
pickleball!
 
STILL MISSING YOU
The members are still missing Tim Tamura, Gianni Givogri, and Don Grant, We 
are all patiently waiting for your return. You are missed.
 
CONDOLENCES
To our board member, Jeane DeKelver, for the recent loss of her daughter Gina. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
 
TICE VALLEY GYM
Jeane DeKelver met with Jim Carlson and Hope, the on site manager in July to 
discuss issues of hours on Thursday mornings, longer hours, drill days, painting 
the back lines a better color, etc. She was told there has been some problem 
with getting the portable nets back in the locker after play. The board is 
discussing some options.
She was told, we are in the 7th year and it is every years the flooring is 
redone,sanded and lines repainted. We are trying to meet again, this week, to 
get more information. We will let you know soon.
 
RUDGEAR PARK
Play at Rudgear has been going very well. Our busiest days are Wednesday 
through Sunday.Some of the busiest days we have over 50 players showing up 
and very high level play to watch and learn from and maybe even get a game!  I 
think everyone takes a break on Mondays after playing hard all weekend. It is a 
great time to come down and practice you game and drill with your friends on 
Mondays and Tuesdays.
The resurfacing has been complimented over and over. Everyone has approved 
of the great new, safe level surface that makes the game play as it should.
We continue to have many new players join, 15 in the month of July. The City 
also removed the metal benches which were, to close to the temporary courts on 
the multi use court. I hope it is in anticipation of four more pickleball courts that 
are permanent!!
 
We still see players coming from all over the Bay Area and from out of state. Our 



club has received so many compliments about our friendliness, helpfulness and 
inclusiveness. The word has gotten out and I think it is the reason so many are 
joining us. There has been some evening play during the week, this 
summer and has gone well also, for those that work during the day.
 
TOURNAMENTS
We've had many members playing tournaments and bringing home the gold, 
silver and bronze. You can check results on Pickleballtournaments.com as they 
list results as well as listing the new tournaments coming up, instate or out of 
state.
 
We have update the Tournament list of past wins of our members, dating back a 
few years. We are still trying to catch up on the recent wins! Check it out and 
send any info we need to add!
 
I hope you checked out the 14 new courts at Willow Pass Park in Concord. There 
will be a Senior Encore Games held on November 19th and 20th.  You can 
contact Concord Parks and Rec for more information. We also have the 
information listed on our web site.
 
BALLS
Have you tried the new Pure2 balls from Onyx? They are a great new outdoor 
ball, that plays well and seems to last much longer than the hard plastic ones. 
We have some at Rudgear for our members to try out. We have heard that there 
is a new Pure Indoor Ball coming out soon also.
 
Have some fun out there, times a wastin!
Kris Hunter
 


