
WCPC 2017 OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 
 
The change of seasons is coming soon, but how wonderful, these last warm days, outside playing 
Pickleball. Rudgear Park has been so busy everyday, lots of new players joining.  If you are already 
playing inside at Tice or ARK then you won’t have to transition. Those of us moving inside with the 
coming rains, need to remember that, sometimes, other shoes are needed or remember that your shoes 
will stick to the wood floors much differently than the outdoor court surface.  Pick up your feet and stay on 
your toes! 
 
Community Service Day 
We have just finished our work on Rudgear Park! Two more picnic tables  and cleaned up landscaping 
looks very inviting. There was an amazing amount of debris removed all around the courts. Thank you to 
all that gave the WCPC and the City of Walnut Creek your time and efforts. Warren and Becky 
Anderson, Mary Lou Blumer, Linda Bower, Jan Cariker, Pat Chung, Phillip Clark, Jeane DeKelver, 
Baba Harrison, Jim Heick, Dick and Lynn Hildeband, Kris Hunter and Tosh Kuritsubo (team 
leaders), Chris Lachmann, Budd MacKenzie, Thom Macpherson, Mary Nelson, Mark Nollsch, Kevin 
Pyne, Carla Raffetto, Jon Rego, Tom Reicher, Steve Ritz, Hess Rouhafza, Melinda Shaver, Gary 
Smith, Sylvia Sum, Debbie Wallis, Teresa Wnzel and Jack Wolf. Others volunteered the first day that 
was postponed. 
Thank you to the City of Walnut Creek for donating the new Picnic Tables! 
 
 Also, we lost a rake belonging to Hess Rouhaftza, that has his name on it. Can you please return 
it to the shed asap. 
 
Paddle Exchange and Sale Day 
We are holding our first one on Halloween, Oct. 31

st
, Tuesday, 9 to 11am. Steve Ritz will show us his line 

of paddles and has demos to try out. Put your name on your paddles and bring them, to sell or exchange, 
etc. Check out the protective eyewear also, which I highly recommend! 
  
Huntsman Senior Games in St. George, Utah 
We had so many members travel to play these games and many had great success!! Over 778 
participants and 1835 matches played! Thom Macpherson and Duff Danilovich won the Gold Medal in the 
70-74B Men’s Doubles Division and got 4

th
 in the Men’s Skill 4.0, 65+.  Mike Luevano and Joyce May won 

Gold in the 70-74 Mixed Doubles Division. They also went to the Fall Brawl the week before and won the 
same division for the second year in a row! Way to go! Our member Patty Andrews and Kathleen 
Wolcock competed in the 60-64D Women’s Doubles and won Gold too! Stacy Spell and Carolyn Daniels 
took 4

th
 Place in the 60-64 Women’s Doubles also.  Wow! Big Tournament! 

  
WCPC Donated Chairs to Concord Pickleball 
We decided we didn’t use all our chairs anymore with all the picnic tables and Concord could use more 
seating. That’s what so great…..we are all helping those that play Pickleball, teaching, discussing new 
paddles, balls, etc. and sharing. 
 
San Miguel Park 
Just to let you all know, they resurfaced the two tennis courts that were multi use for Pickleball and left 
the Pickleball Lines off. Many members still used those courts for practice and let me know.  
 
Sarah Ansbury in Concord 
At the end of September, Sarah Ansbury, one of the best young women in Pickleball, showed up to the 
Willow Pass Park Pickleball Courts. What a treat to watch a pro play the game! She had been teaching 
clinics and private lessons further north and came down to play with many of our best players, Jordan 
Briones, Batong Briones, Glen Lucey, and others.  I had a semi private lesson from her last year, so I 
love watching her play! Very quick and strong net play! She teaches all over the country, hopefully she 
will be somewhere near Walnut Creek again someday. Our club was offered her services but we were not 
allowed to have the clinic we wanted.  
 



Parking at Tice 
The issues with the loss of parking spaces have affected play there on some days. It is a short walk from 
the other lot. We suggested coming around 10:15 to see if that helped players meet up. Some days it is 
working. Once the rains come, so many will be coming back inside to play and will use any courts that are 
available, anywhere we can find them. The parking spaces are supposed to be back in December. 
 
A.R.C. 
I hear that the Methodist Church or ARC has been very busy. They have offered a lot of hours, Monday 
through Friday 9 to 1 PM and 1 PM to 4 PM in the afternoon. There is a change in their schedule. They 
now have Zumba Classes on Thursdays from 9:30 to 10:30 AM. Pickleball on Thursday will be held 11 
AM to 4 PM, for now. 
 
Country Clubs and Pickleball 
Many of the area Country Clubs are looking at Pickleball and thinking of converting courts. Months ago a 
few of us did a Demo at Crow Canyon CC and they have put in temporary Pickleball courts. I met with a 
group from Roundhill Country Club; some were friends from my tennis days. They are in the process of 
trying to put in 4 Dedicated Courts. Blackhawk Country Club already has 3 Dedicated Pickeball Courts. 
Val Robertson is helping Moraga Country Club understand the demand and they are putting up 
temporary courts on some days. Just heard yesterday that Castlewood Country Club also has Pickleball 
now! All pretty amazing! 
 
Pleasanton Club Sport 
If you are a member, they now have Drop In Pickleball on Tuesdays. They are also offering, Into to 
Pickleball, as well as advanced strategy and Private Lessons, with Leagues coming soon. It is great to 
have more Pickleball down south. 
 
Folsom Pickleball 
There are now four dedicated outdoor Pickleball courts in Folsom at Lembi Park, 1302 Riley Street, 
Folsom 95630. And yes they are lighted! 
 
Lifetime Tennis 
LT will be offering a new section of group lessons on Fridays at Rudgear Park. Check out the City 
website. Rand Kemp will continue teaching these clinics. 
 
Back on the Courts! 
It has been great to have George Clark back on the courts. He had an injured finger a while ago, but was 
just getting back from rehabbing his knee recently! Marin Smith had been missing for months and she is 
finally back, after dislocating her shoulder.  Bob Jensen and Joyce should be cruising by now. Hoping his 
should injury is improving too. We hope everyone that has injuries or other health issues, will persevere 
and feel better soon. You are missed! There are many others, we hope you return soon! 
 
Pickleball - Alameda, Lincoln Park 
Our member Steve Fox has been running practice events at Lincoln Park in Alameda. The Parking is on 
High Street. Thanks for making Pickleball grow Steve!! 
 
Crazy Eights 
Eric Tate moved his Crazy Eights back to Concord because they have lights for evening play. If you are 
interested in playing in the evening in Concord, contact Eric. It was a great way to spend Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings! 
 
Save the Date – Annual Membership Meeting – Rudgear Park – November 9

th
 , 11:30 AM 

Please attend this meeting to vote on the new 2018 Board members.  There will also be voting by email. 
You can send your proxy vote to our secretary, Gary Smith. He will send out voting instructions on 
November 2

nd
.  We will play Pickleball first and promise to keep the meeting short, weather permitting. 



You will be voting for the Nominating Committees recommendations, as follows:  Kris Hunter, President 
and Membership, Hormoz Baba, VP and Secretary, Tosh Kuritsubo, Treasurer, Danielle Lucking, 
Public Relations, Jan Cariker, Social Director, Tricia Murray, Venue Director. 
 
Save the Date – Christmas Party – December 15

th
 – Details to Follow 

It will be here before you know it, so put this date on your calendar now! 
 
Website 
Pasko Varnica is slowly getting used to our website and has been reworking and updating some of the 
information. Thank you Pasco, I know this website has a lot of information on it. 
 
USAPA and Pickleball Central 
Join the USAPA and receive a newsletter by email every other month with the latest information about 
the game and tournaments, gear etc. 
Don’t forget to use the WCPC 5% Discount when you order equipment or balls from Pickleball Central. 
They also have extensive information about Paddles. The Discount Code is CRRPC. 
  

 


